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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



April, 



. . . The judiciary committee of the Massachusetts 
legislature has reported adversely on the bill introduced 
early in the session providing for the establishment of 
an industrial court, resembling that in operation in New 
Zealand, for the settlement of labor difficulties. 

... A petition has been presented to President Roose- 
velt, signed by more than a thousand American women 
living in all sections of the country, — women who travel 
abroad, — protesting against the intolerable and humili- 
ating treatment to which returning travelers are sub- 
jected in the custom houses. Ample ground has recently 
been given for such a protest. 

. . . Ernest Howard Crosby, with whose fine work 
our readers are familiar, is getting in some of his best 
blows at militarism in the Whim, an unconventional 
pocket magazine published at Newark, N. J., with whose 
editorial staff he has recently become connected. 

... In an address before the Twentieth Century 
Club of Boston, on February 5, Mr. Edwin D. Mead 
declared war to be the great anarchist. " It makes vir- 
tues of killing, arson and theft. It turns all morality 
upside down. Every army is a school of cruelty, licen- 
tiousness and drunkenness, and pours thousands of 
demoralized men back among the people. If we can 
overcome and eradicate this cardinal anarchy of war, 
the lesser anarchies will one by one surely disappear." 

. . . The conflict in South Africa has been a frightful 
war on horses. Mr. Brodrick stated in the House of 
Commons on February 7 that the British government 
had bought during the war 446,038 horses, 77,101 of 
which came from the United States ; and that in addi- 
tion 89,705 had been captured from the Boers. Think 
of the awful cruelty and suffering involved in this more 
than half a million horses used up in the efforts of men 
to find and kill one another ! 



The "Secret History" of the American** 
Spanish War. 

At a meeting of the International Arbitration and 
Peace Association held at 40 Outer Temple, Strand, 
London, England, February 25, it[was resolved to issue 
the following memorandum on the recent statements 
concerning the circumstances leading up to the Ameri- 
can-Spanish War : 

" The further information upon the attitude of the 
British government on the eve of the outbreak of war 
between the United States and Spain has since been 
supplied by Lord Cranbourne's replies to Mr. Henry 
Norman in the House of Commons and by statements 
in the official press of Berlin, admitted or uncontradicted 
by the British government. 

"Taken together, these different statements constitute 
an extraordinary revelation of the secret history of the 
period in question. It now appears that (1) in the 
opinion of the British Ambassador at Washington, the 
doyen of the foreign representatives, a tried friend of 
America and the most experienced diplomatist in the 
British service, the Spanish note of April 9, 1898, the 
real character of which only became publicly known 



after the outbreak of hostilities, removed the last pre- 
text for armed intervention by the United States gov- 
ernment, and that the requisite reforms in the Spanish 
colonies could be secured by a continuance of pacific 
negotiations ; (2) that Lord Pauncefote called a meeting 
of ambassadors at the British Embassy on April 10, 
1898, as a result of which an identical note was dis- 
patched to the great powers, expressing this opinion 
and proposing further friendly representations to the 
United States government; (3) that the British gov- 
ernment, in common with the German government and 
probably that of Russia also, not only refused to make 
any such pacific representations, in default of which a 
bloody and costly conflict that is not yet ended broke 
out, but has concealed these facts, to this day from the 
public, which was thus left a helpless victim of the 
' yellow press ' and other groups of interested war- 
mongers. 

" We recall that all the governments above-named 
have signed (at The Hague) a solemn declaration that 
when a serious dispute occurs between two powers it is 
not only the right but the duty of the other and neutral 
powers to offer their good offices with a view to the 
settlement of the dispute. Believing firmly, as we do, 
in this right and duty of friendly mediation as an essen- 
tial principle of international morality, we feel that we 
are but anticipating the verdict of history when we con- 
demn this gross betrayal of the supreme interest of 
peace, which is common to all states, when we protest 
against the suppression of important political informa- 
tion, and when we express that better relations of the 
two great Anglo-Saxon countries cannot be assisted by 
any such policy as is indicated in this unhappy episode." 

(This resolution indicates that the members of the International 
Arbitration and Peace Association believe that Lord Pauncefote was 
actuated by the best of motives in his efforts to prevent the Spanish- 
American War, which the concessions of Spain had in his judgment 
rendered entirely unnecessary. His purpose was to secure a joint repre- 
sentation from the powers, in harmony with the provisions of the Hague 
Convention. The Association condemns the British government for not 
having acted in the way suggested by Pauncefote. From this point of 
view, which is certainly the correct one, it was the British government, 
and not Lord Pauncefote, that was our real enemy. — Ed. ) 



The Moral Responsibility of Nations.* 

BY EEV. MARTIN D. HARDIN. 

I am glad to be of this company, here to remember 
the birthday of a man " sent from God." Memorial gath- 
erings such as this cannot fail to have an influence for 
good. Would that only men who really love the name 
of Lincoln, and believe in the sanctity and permanency 
of his principles, were gathered to-night to honor his 
memory. I am almost tempted to hope that his de- 
parted spirit does not hear and know all that goes on in 
'the land he served. It seems to me that a man of 
Lincoln's honesty and hatred of cant would groan, even 
in Paradise, if he knew of certain of those who will this 
night mouth his sacred name, for the sole purpose of 
giving a traditional respectability to selfish ambitions 
whose consummation will be the undoing of all that 
Lincoln loved. 



* Address delivered before the Lincoln League of Minneapolis, Minn., 
February 12, 1902. 



